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Conclusions for writing performance

2021 Regional Report Performance Writing Conclusions

The average writing performance has increased for year four students compared with PILNA 2018.

The average writing performance has remained the same for year six students compared with PILNA 2018.

Girls scored higher than boys in average writing performance in PILNA 2021 across both year levels.

The writing proficiency scale is yet to be developed so writing performance cannot be compared against stakeholder
expectations. Comparisons with PILNA 2012 are also unavailable as these data were analysed differently in previous years.

The average writing performance has increased for year four students and stayed the same for year six students compared
with PILNA 2018.

The average year four writing performance has increased substantially over time: 442 in PILNA 2015, 463 in PILNA 2018, and
484 in PILNA 2021.

The average year six writing performance increased substantially between PILNA 2015 (471) and PILNA 2018 (508) but
stayed about the same between PILNA 2018 (508) and PILNA 2021 (507).

Notably, the standard deviations for the average writing performance of year four and year six students were much smaller
than in previous PILNA cycles.

https://pilna.eqap.spc.int/2021/regional
https://pilna.eqap.spc.int/2021/regional/performance/numeracy
https://pilna.eqap.spc.int/2021/regional/performance/writing
https://pilna.eqap.spc.int/2021/regional/performance/writing/conclusions
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Figure RWF#X

Writing performance over time by year level

Year Year 4 Year 6

2015 442.48 471.02

2018 463.31 507.92

2021 483.9 506.95

Mean writing performance of students by year level, over time 2015, 2018, 2021
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Girls scored higher than boys in average writing performance in PILNA 2021 across both year levels. This was consistent with
what was found in PILNA 2015 and PILNA 2018, when girls scored higher than boys in average writing performance in both
cycles.

However, across both year levels, the overall differences between girls' average writing scores and boys' average writing
scores were smaller in 2021 than in previous PILNA cycles (2015, 2018).
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Figure RWF4.2

Year 4 Writing mean performance by gender
over time

Year Boys Girls

2015 429.77 455.23

2018 449.01 478.4

2021 476.54 491.92

Mean performance of Year 4 students by gender, over
time 2015, 2018, 2021

Figure RWF6.2

Year 6 Writing mean performance by gender
over time

Year Boys Girls

2015 456.68 485.54

2018 490.35 525.47

2021 498.09 515.81

Mean performance of Year 6 students by gender, over
time 2015, 2018, 2021
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These scores show that, at face value, the average writing performance has increased for year four students, while it stayed
the same for year six students, and also that girls are scoring higher in average writing performance than are boys.


